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Chapter 1: The Fighting Sailor

The Early Wars, 1646

Pressed into the wars as a boy of fourteen, Lurting rises to boatswain's mate aboard the frigate Bristol—a hard man in a hard trade, by his own account no gentle soul waiting to be converted.

In the year 1646 I was about fourteen years old. A press gang seized me and forced me into the wars in Ireland. I stayed there about two years, during the time of the Long Parliament.

After that I was carried to London. From there I went into the wars against the Dutch and the Spanish. In those campaigns I came through many escapes, too many to set down here. Yet at the time none of them made much impression on me.

Then I was transferred into the frigate Bristol. It was aboard that ship, in the course of time, that God saw fit to convert me. How that came about will appear in the pages that follow.

On the Bristol I served as boatswain's mate, with about two hundred men under my command. Part of my duty was to see that the men turned out and were present at the times of worship. I carried out that service diligently. When any of them refused to obey me in this, I tried to compel them by force.
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