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Introduction
Sin Kept Out of the Kingdom


Nayler > Sin Kept Out of the Kingdom


Sin Kept Out of the


Kingdoma


All professors and people, consider where you are and


where you have fallen from—you who plead for sin and say that none can be set free from sin while they


are in the world. You plead for the devil to have a hold in you while you are here. Where will you


have him cast out? And what fellowship can you have with God as long as the serpent is head in


you?1 You are separated from God and do not know


him, for what communion does light have with darkness?


2 God is light, and whoever dwells in God dwells in light, and in him is no


darkness at all. But while you live in sin you are in darkness, and the god of this world has


blinded your eyes so that you cannot see it.3


You are led captive at his will to serve him, and you are willing to be so. You do not believe


that you will ever be otherwise. You are servants to sin, and you take pleasure in it. You are in


the flesh and sin, and have made a covenant with hell, darkness, and death. You are resolved


to serve and please the flesh while you live and to repent at your death. You have forgotten


that your times are in the hand of the Lord, and that this is the day of grace and


repentance,4 which you turn into lasciviousness


and wantonness. You make it plainly appear that you have your lustful pleasures, wantonness, and


filthiness, and love them more than God. You who love the world and the things of the world—the


love of the Father is not in you.5 For whoever


you love, him you will follow. Christ says, "If you love me, keep my commands,"


and those who follow him, he leads out of all the ways of sin into the ways of purity and


holiness. So he is the way to the Father.


6 "For without holiness none can ever see


God,7 for he is of purer eyes than to behold


iniquity, and no unclean thing can come into his sight." But while you are following the


prince of the air, who rules in the children of disobedience,


8 bringing forth fruits of sin and


unrighteousness, having your conduct rooted in the earth and earthly things, following your corrupt


wills and pleasures—and yet you profess that you love God, owning him in words but the devil in


practice. Oh, horrible hypocrisy! Will not the righteous God find you out and reward you


according to your works?9 You cannot


deceive him. You deceive yourselves if you think to be heirs of two kingdoms. You want the


pleasures of sin here, and you say you hope to be heirs of the kingdom of heaven too. But the


hope of the hypocrite will perish. Remember your father Dives, in whose steps you walk, and


the same way leads to the same end. The Lord says that "the wicked shall be turned into


hell, and all who forget God."10


But the deceit in you says that you may live in sin while you are here and have your thoughts in


the world, and yet you will enter the kingdom of heaven too. Now who must be the liar—


God or you, O vain person? Was it not sin that separated God and man at the first? Do you


think to be reconciled again as long as sin stands in you? Man was not created in sin, but


pure and holy, in the image of God.11


While he stood here, he had communion with God and had the pure wisdom of God by which


he was able to see into the wonders of God and to give names to all


creatures.12 But as soon as he


committed sin, he was stripped of all this and became naked. He was thrust out of paradise and


was cursed from the Lord. Indeed, the ground was cursed for his sake.


13 All this because of sin, which you think so lightly of. For sin is odious


in the pure eyes of the holy God. If you but knew your condition as you lie in sin—


in your first birth a child of wrath, one to whom all the curses in the Book of God are due—you


would tremble at sin and not plead for it. In doing so, you plainly show yourself to be the servant


of the devil. And when you thus abuse the goodness of God—who left the failings of


others on record as warnings to all who come after, not to do the


like14—you use them to


encourage yourself in your sin and filthiness. And because God is


merciful to pardon sinners at whatever time they repent, you are encouraged to live


in sin all the longer, without repenting. Now all who have eyes in their heads may plainly see whose child


you are. For the apostle says, "Do you not know that the longsuffering and forbearance of God


leads to repentance"?15 It does so


for the children of God. But that scripture is fulfilled in you which says, "Because judgment


is not speedily executed on the wicked, therefore his heart is set in him to do


wickedness."16 And thus thou makest


wickedness."16 And so you make


the mercy of God a cloak for your unrighteous actions, and yet you talk of a redeemer and of


faith in Christ. But oh, friend, where is your redeemer witnessed while you are yet in your sins? What


are you redeemed from? Or what are you redeemed to? Those who are redeemed are set free


from the servitude of sin,17 but you


serve sin as long as you obey its motions. So where is your freedom? Can you


witness that Christ died for you while your sins are still alive? How will you witness his death in you, or


yourself dead with him? The saints who were dead with Christ were dead to sin. Paul says,


therein?"18 and saith also,


"How can you who are dead to sin live any longer


in it?"18 And he also says,


"Those who are dead with Christ are free from sin and have become servants of


righteousness." Again he says, "Now being made free from sin and become servants


of God, you have your fruits in holiness, and the end of it is eternal


life."19 But while you live in sin, your


fruits are unholy, and the end of them is death. So where is your redemption? Those who are


redeemed by Christ are redeemed from earth and earthly things, back to God, from where


they had fallen—out of every tongue, kindred, people, and nation—and are made kings


and priests to God, to reign above sin on the earth.


20 They are made conformable to his image again, which was lost by sin.


But what conformity is there in you while you are in sin? You are not like him, but like the


devil. For every sin is the image of the devil, who sinned from the beginning. While you


commit sin, you hold forth the image of the devil in


you, who is your father. Christ told the scribes and Pharisees, who professed to be the children


of God but lived in sin, that they were of their father the devil.21


For his works they would do. For every sin is the work of the devil,


devil."22 Whosoever can witness


and John says, "He who commits sin is of the devil," and says, "For this


purpose was the Son of God manifested: to destroy the works of the


devil."22 Whoever can witness


Christ manifested in them can witness sin destroyed. But if you say you can witness Christ


manifest in you and yet commit sin, you are a liar. For the Scripture says, "Whoever


abides in him does not sin. Whoever sins has not seen him or known him. And


whoever says he knows him and does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in


him."23 And the Holy Ghost says,


"Whoever is born of God does not sin, but he who is begotten of God keeps himself, and


the wicked one does not touch him." And again, "Whoever is born of God


does not sin, for his seed remains in him, and he cannot sin, because he is born of God."


He says plainly, "In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil:


whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, neither he who does not love his


brother."24 God in all ages has


known his own by their obedience.25 But you


say you may live in disobedience and yet be counted one of his too. But where is the mark


by which you are known from the world? Those who are God's are marked and known from the


world,26 but you are in love with the


world and can conform with them in all their ways, words, works, and worships, and yet would


be counted one of God's too.27 Oh, you


deceiver—you deceive none but yourself and those who are like you, for you cannot deceive the


Lord. Take heed, repent, halt no longer between God and the


world.28 If you would own God, you
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Editor's Note


must disown the world, and the world will disown you. You cannot have both.


1653, Nayler having been released from Appleby jail in April of that year (see signature below, p.


169).
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