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To the Reader: Preface to Several Papers

His first appearance in print · 1654

Parker's first appearance in print was as publisher, not author: he gathered papers by Fox and Nayler into the 1654 collection Several Papers and sent it to the press over this brief preface, signed with his initials.

In 1654 Parker gathered and published a collection of papers by George Fox and James Nayler under the title Several Papers — "Gathered together and Published by A.P., that the Truth may be spread abroad, and deceit be discovered," as the title page declares. It was his first appearance in print. His own contribution is this brief preface to the reader, signed with his initials.

To the Reader

There is a paper for the press, given forth by George Fox, in which all may see that forms of religion — ordinances, as they are called, and observations, into which people are led by the searchings of wisdom and the light of their own reason and understanding from the letter of the Scripture — are nothing but the worship of the first nature, the sacrifice of Cain, which God does not accept. And that the worship of God in spirit is not known to such people, neither indeed can be, for to that eye it is hidden. The revelation of Jesus Christ, and of the deep things of God by the spirit, is a mystery they do not understand. That paper is intended, if the Lord please, to be made public as soon as this is finished.

P. A.
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